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Introduction

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal
diadem in the hand of your God. You shall no more be termed
Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, but

you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married;

for the Lord delights in you, and your land shall be married.
—Lsaiah 62:3-4 ESV

Diamonds are special. They seem timeless, unable to be corrupted or
damaged. I have a beautiful diamond ring that has passed through four
generations of women in my family. It is the engagement ring that my
great-grandfather gave to my great-grandmother in 1906. When she died
it passed to my grandmother, who gave it my mother, who left it to me.
When I received it the setting was worn and fragile and the band very
thin from eighty years of wear, but the diamonds were bright and clear,
seemingly unaffected by the passage of time.

Diamonds are forged in pressure and heat. They must be dug from
the earth then cut and polished before their beauty is fully seen. Each
diamond has value, but that value is dramatically increased when it is
prepared and set by the hands of a master.

Diamonds are made of carbon. But they are not the only form that
carbon takes. Carbon is far more commonly found as graphite. Graphite
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is black and soft, soft enough to write with (its name comes from the
Greek word for writing). Diamonds are clear and hard. Graphite crum-
bles under pressure, but diamonds are incredibly strong. Graphite is
softer than most substances, whereas diamonds can cut almost anything.
Graphite is a lubricant; diamonds are an abrasive. Graphite absorbs the
light; cut and polished diamonds reflect and refract it, creating sparkles
and rainbows. And yet, both are carbon. While their essence is the
same, their nature is radically different. God takes us as graphite, and
through Jesus’ death changes us into diamonds. The essence of who we
are remains the same, but our nature and our characteristics are radically
different.

God doesn’t want to destroy anything in our lives. Yes, our sinful
nature must die, but it is resurrected in a new form. Satan has never cre-
ated anything — he can only take the good things God made and twist
them, tempting us to take them to excess or enjoy them in the wrong
way or place. God gave us hunger, and desires that it be satisfied; Satan
takes hunger and makes it greed. God wants us to enjoy who we are;
Satan takes that and makes pride. God wants us to be interested in each
other; Satan turns that into gossip.

When we bring our sins to God, rightly confessing and renouncing
them, He doesn’t want to cut them out of us and throw them away. He
wants to restore them to what they were meant to be. God wants to
take our graphite, our black, dull sinful nature, and transform it into
diamonds, precious jewels that reflect His light.

We see this in the verses I quoted at the beginning of this section.
They are addressed to Israel, but I believe He is also saying them to
us. When it talks about the land being married it signifies a restored
relationship with God, as marriage is often used as a metaphor for the
relationship between God and Israel. God is transforming us into royal
diadems, transforming the parts of us that were forsaken and desolate
and changing them into things in which He can delight. He is working
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in the areas of our lives that are broken and disconnected from Him and
bringing restored commitment and connection. Perhaps you might like
to read these verses out loud, putting in ‘T’ where it says ‘you’, as it is here:

I shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and
a royal diadem in the hand of our God. I shall no more be
termed Forsaken, and our land shall no more be termed
Desolate, but I shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and
our land Married; for the Lord delights in me, and our
land shall be married

I am one of those privileged people who has grown up all her life
knowing God, being born into a Christian family and being taught
about Him since I was little. I formally “gave my life to Christ” when I
was eleven, but I don’t remember there ever being a time when God was
not a real presence in my life, whom I loved and wanted to obey.

When I was a teenager, I was a big fan of Christian autobiographies,
which were generally stories of the person’s terrible life of sin before their
dramatic conversion. I hated the fact that [ had never rebelled and so had
no such story to tell. But I have learnt that God uses each of our stories
to bring glory to Himself, no matter how boring our stories seem to us.
I guess that is why I am now writing this book!

Even with the privilege of a lifetime walking with God, I am still
dealing with my misconceptions of who I was and who God is. All of us
are broken and damaged in some way, no matter what our upbringing.
Part of what I record in this book is the way that God has been con-
stantly at work in my life unraveling the lies and healing the places that
were broken and damaged.

Satan loves to take God’s truths and twist them into a lie. For me,
He took the truth that we are sinful and need God to redeem us and
made it into a lie that I must work hard to be good enough for God to
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love me. Satan took the truth that as I walk with God, my behaviour
will change, and made it into the lie that I must change my behaviour so
that I can walk with God. Satan got my eyes off God’s invitation to be
in fellowship with Him and got me futilely striving to be good enough
for God, making my faith into a heavy burden of religion.

You probably have different lies that you have believed about yourself
and God. As you read about some of the lies | have believed, ask God to
start to reveal your lies to you. Replacing lies with truths sets you free
to live the way that God intends you to live! Often in order to replace
the lie, we need to forgive the person or people who caused us to believe
that lie in the first place, even if they never meant us any harm. Asking
God the questions, “What lie am I believing? Who do I need to forgive?
What'’s the truth?” whenever I come to a roadblock in my life has been
so helpful.

As 1 journey with Jesus through my life, God takes things that
seemed rubbish and transforms them. He brings blessing out of appar-
ent disaster and changes the way I see myself and Him. Diamonds from
the King is my story about His goodness. I pray that you see sparkles of
eternal diamonds in my stories of God’s faithfulness. Please keep what
is helpful and forget anything that isn’t!

Each chapter has a page at the end to help you to apply the content
to your own life. It is in four sections named for the characteristics of
diamonds: Clarity, which is a Bible verse for you to meditate on; Cut,
which is a question or questions to ask of God to reveal lies you've been
believing; Colour, which is a reflection question for your journal of
truths that God wants to highlight; and Carat, which is a declaration
that you can speak out loud over yourself, to reinforce the truth dis-
cussed in the chapter. You might like to get a special journal to use as
you journey through this book. There is also a group discussion guide
at the end of the book in case you would like to work through it with
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some friends. Other resources may become available from time to time
on my website www.bullockc.com.

[ often talk about asking God questions. I find this is a very helpful
way to pray. | ask Him a question and then I wait to see if I receive any
impression from Him. I have never heard an audible voice, but as I pray
[ often find that the Holy Spirit answers my questions in subtle ways, as
I take the time to listen. Of course, these impressions need to be weighed
against the Bible, but Jesus promised that His sheep would hear His
voice (John 10:3-4). I pray that as you read this book and reflect on it
with God that He will guide you and teach you the truths that you need
at this time. God bless you!
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